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Welcome to Term 4

A term when we finish well and look to 2024

This year finishing well means making the most of this time of year to learn Jesus’ way to love
others, and to share his love.

When we say Jesus is a loving king, we need to understand his kingship and love from God's
perspective, because it's often very different to our way of living. And so spending the term in 2
Samuel 1-7 will really help us.

This first part of 2 Samuel is the continuation and climax of a journey we started a few years back
when we looked at 1 Samuel together. We finished with Saul’s death and the promise of David
becoming king...but it hadn't happened yet! And it still hasn't fully happened at the start of 2
Samuel.

So how does David become king? Not by strong arm tactics and brute force, but by humility and
trust in God to keep his promises - a fundamentally important lesson for God's anointed King (his
“Christ”) to learn.

And an important lesson for us. This is a term for learning again that we don't bring about God'’s
kingdom by our skill or by our impressiveness. God brings it about, in his time and often in the
face of human selfishness and stubbornness that causes so much pain and suffering. It should be
a great encouragement for us to keep trusting and keep going.

Also, this term always brings a special opportunity to share Jesus’ love: Christmas! Whether it's
through carolling or our usual Christmas services, let's enjoy Christmas together and with our
neighbours as we wonder at what God has done - sent his Son as one of us so that we could
become like him!

If that opportunity wasn't enough, we're also hosting a performance of the Matthew Drama - a
presentation of Matthew's gospel “in the round” at Redland Bay State School. You can learn more
in this study.

There are so many things happening in schools and workplaces this term, but it's great to be able
to walk through the craziness together - transformed by a new way of living we learn from our
humble, self-sacrificing king Jesus.

Russell
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Matthew Drama
Saturday 18 November

Nobody goes from carpenter to celebrity without a good story.

Jesus, Christ, Immanuel, Messiah - he has many names, but who can deny he's turned the whole
world upside down. His contemporaries either loved or hated him - some hated him so much
they killed him as a criminal. What do you think of Jesus? If you don’t know the story - or you
want to hear it again in a fresh way, come along to a drama.

Just before COVID our Redlands church family hosted “The Mark Drama” and it was a fantastic
opportunity to invite family and friends who wouldn’t go to church into an experience of Jesus
“close up”.

To quote the Wycliffe website, the Matthew Drama is “A 90-minute high-energy theatre-in-the-
round performance of the book of Matthew”. And now Redlands churches like Shore Hope and
the Alex Hills Salvo’s are joining together to host three productions (ours on Saturday night, and
two at the Salvo’s on Sunday).

Who are the people in your life that know you're a Christian and might engage with a drama
performance in a way they wouldn't in a church service? Who are the people that don't really
know who Jesus is but realise he must have done something significant? Who are the people that
would simply enjoy going out with you to dinner and then watching a show? What a great
opportunity.

The actors have already started memorising, so our opportunity is now to pray for the production
and the people to invite. And, to help by providing welcomers, ushers and an evening supper on
the 18™. More information will be coming soon so let’s start planning and praying.
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Street Carolling

Embrace the Joy of Street Carolling with Our Church Family!

The holiday season is upon us, and we invite you to be part of
something truly special - street carolling with Shore Hope.
Join us in celebrating Christmas as we take our joyous choir
to the streets of our community. It was such a hit last year and
doesn't require extraordinary singing skills, just a shared
enthusiasm for spreading cheer!

The best part? You don't need to be a professional singer to
join our choir. It's open to everyone in our church family,
regardless of their singing abilities. It's about coming
together, having fun, and sharing the experience together.

We understand that not everyone is a seasoned caroller.
That's why we offer a couple of practice sessions to familiarise
ourselves with the carols and harmonies. Whether you're a
high soprano or a deep baritone (or you've no idea which!),
we'll find the perfect part for you.

Once we've honed our carolling skills, it's time to hit the
streets! Our local community is renowned for its stunning
Christmas light displays and festive decorations. Picture the
smiles on their faces as they hear our choir performing their
favourite carols right at their doorsteps.

Our street carolling goes beyond singing; it's about building
connections with our neighbours, sharing smiles, and creating
lasting memories. Are you ready to be part of this new
tradition? Join us as we light up the streets and hearts of our
community.

This Christmas, embrace the joy of street carolling with us!



An Afternoon Tea of Hope

Supporting Lani in Indonesia

As we approach the season of giving, our hearts are drawn to look beyond enjoying
delightful treats and conversations - it's about making a meaningful difference in the lives
of others. Members of our Victoria Point congregation invite you to join them for an
afternoon tea fundraiser on October 28th, as we extend our support to Lani, a cherished
child in Indonesia who is part of the Compassion program.

It's a 70’s theme! Dust off your bell-bottoms, put on your psychedelic prints, and get ready
to boogie down memory lane! There'll be 70’s trivia questions to test one and all. A real
blast from the past that promises to be a groovy time for all!

The afternoon tea will be on October 28™, and it matters because...

o Delightful Treats: Indulge in a delectable selection of nibbles with tea and coffee.
It's an opportunity to savour delightful flavours and share moments of joy.

o Building Community: It's a chance to come together and keep building
relationships across our Shore Hope church family.

« Making an Impact: Your presence and generosity can change lives. Last year, our
collective efforts made a significant impact on Lani's community, enabling vital
development projects. This year, the funds will support Lani's family directly.

Please make sure you RSVP. The food for the event is donated, as usual, and so it's
important to know how many people to cater for. While we suggest a minimum donation
of $10 per person, please know that every contribution, regardless of the amount, is
deeply appreciated. Some may be able to give more, while others less, and that's
absolutely okay. What matters most is your willingness to support Lani and her community
in Indonesia. And remember that donations are cash only, on the day. We can't collect
funds through church giving.

We invite you to join us for this Afternoon Tea of Hope on October 28th, where we'll savour
the flavours of compassion and stand together in support of Lani and her community. It's
a gesture of love that transcends borders.

Page |5



e

ow to Care for Mission Partners at Christmas

We are now in October - hasn't 2023 flown fast?! Christmas is approaching and this is a time when
many of our mission partners feel the distance across oceans. Especially at this time, many feel
their isolation from family and friends back in their passport country.

It is also a time of heightened busyness for our mission partners as they seek to share the gospel
of Jesus coming to earth as a human baby with his mission to save the world. Our partners have
extra opportunities to share their Christian culture and to explain the meaning behind the
celebration.

So how can we care for, and support our mission partners in the lead up to Christmas? There are
a few things you can do:

o Sign the group Christmas card that will be circulating in your service for your mission
partner. Write some words of encouragement or affirmation in your message.

e Find out what special activities or services your partner is involved in at Christmas time
and pray for them. Our mission partners particularly value your prayers at this time of
reaching out to their neighbours, communities and helping their local fellowships invite
people to taste the sweet message of the gospel of Jesus.

o Personally email/write to them or even consider sending them a gift*. We should not
forget our mission partners this Christmas - who likes being left off the Christmas
invitation list or present rota for the work Christmas party?

Our 2023 mission partners are:

Shore Hope
Victoria Point Tim & Jeanne ledema with Evie, Grace, Anna and Lydia (AFES QUT FOCUS)
Redland Bay A & S with R (preparing to go to South Asia)

Redlands

Early Church E & L with baby due mid-end Nov (South East Asia)

10:30 Church L & C with E and baby E (South East Asia)

Night Church lzaac & Sarah Cowling with Zoe, Huxley, Elroy & Etta (AFES Griffith Christians,
Nathan)

Redlands Youth L & E with E & K (Sydney, serving East Asia)

If you aren’t already in contact with your mission partner and would like to find out how, please
speak to Jocelyn Williams (email russandjoce@gmail.com) or speak to one of the other Missions
committee members: Harry and Deanne ledema, Wil Hsu, Will Langridge, Clare Lowther.

Jocelyn Willams

Missions Coordinator

*Note: When writing/emailing do be careful what you write if your partner is in a sensitive country. If you need
guidelines for writing safely, please contact Jocelyn and she can send you more information.
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15th October

28th October

29th October

29th October

4th November

5th November

18th November

3rd December

December

24th December

25th December

Term 4 Calendar

Lord’s Supper

Afternoon Tea of Hope

Mission Quiz and Prayer afternoon

Professions of faith

Congregational Meeting

Bring & Share Birthday Bash @
Redland Bay

Matthew Drama

Lord’s Supper

Carolling

Christmas Eve (Redland Bay)

Christmas Day (Victoria Point)



Family Trees
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Study One:

Kingdom Principles
Read: 2 Samuel 1:1-16

1. What just happened? Who are the main characters? What tribe or nation are they
from? What did they just do?

2. What happened at the end of 1 Samuel to Saul and Jonathan? (1 Sam 31:1-6) How
does 2 Samuel 1 move the story on?

3. How is the young man's report in 2 Samuel 1 different to what the narrator writes in
1 Sam 31:1-6? Why might the young man lie?

4. Why does David kill him? How does this echo David’s priority to fear God that he
has shown earlier? (1 Sam 24:4-6, 26:8-10)

5. What does David do before he kills the young man? (2 Sam 1:11-12) How does this
activity, led by David, show his priorities as a future leader?
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6. What do you expect might happen next?

7. Why is this in the Bible? What does it help us understand about God, about being
his people or about ourselves as human beings?

8. How does this section of Scripture help us to understand what it means that Jesus is
'‘Messiah'? (See John 1:19-34, for example)

9. When are you most unpredictable to your non-Christian friends because you don't
have their values (like David was here to the young man)? How do you need to grow
by being more different to the world around you and lining up with God'’s priorities?
How would you like to move towards this?

10. Sometimes people say, 'How come God doesn't stop people doing violence in the
Old Testament? What would you say in response to that?
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Study Two:
Good Grief

Read: 2 Samuel 1:17-27

1. What just happened? Who are the main characters? What tribe or nation are they
from? What did they just do?

2.  How does verse 18 help us to understand how important this song was to David?
How does this help us to understand the kind of person and leader that David was?

3. Why does David care about how the Philistines would react? (v20)

4. How does David describe both Saul and Jonathan? (see verses 19. 22-24) Why
both?

5.  What does David say about Jonathan? What does that mean? (v25-26)

6.  What do you expect will happen next?
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7. What does this teach us about God, about lament or grief or about ourselves as
human beings?

8.  Why does Jesus, in the New Testament lament over Lazarus? (John 11:33-36)

9. How do you think about grief in your life? Do you expect to grieve differently after
engaging with this chapter? How is your grief shaped by the Bible? What do you
need to trust God with today? How would you like to do this?

10. Sometimes people say, ‘Everyone knows David and Jonathan were in a sexual
relationship’. How would you respond to this?
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Study Three:
ATale of Two Kingdoms

Read: 2 Samuel 2

1. What just happened? Who are the main characters? What tribe or nation are they
from? What did they just do?

2. What key event happened in verse 4? Who is David king over?

3. How does David's first action as king help show the kind of leader he intends to
be? (v4b-7)

4.  Who is king over Israel? (v9) Why do the commanders of Israel and Judah get the
young men to fight?

5. Whose fault is the death of the young men? Asahel? (see verse 14, 22, 26)

6. What do you expect might happen next?
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7. Why is this in the Bible? What does this help us understand about God, about
being his people and/or about being a human being?

8. How does Jesus defeat his enemies? (Colossians 2:13-15) How is this very decisive
victory different to the 'victory’ we see in this passage?

9. When do you notice yourself being like these people: solving your problems by
thinking, doing or saying things that don't fit with God's ways? How would it feel if
you were to look weak instead of ‘winning’?

10. Sometimes people say, ‘Christians are just another lobby group, looking to control
others and get power over them." How might you respond?
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Study Four:

Promise Rules
Read: 2 Samuel 3

1. What just happened? Who are the main characters? What tribe or nation are they
from? What did they just do?

2. How do we know that David is slowly winning this violent war? (verses 1-5)

3. Why does Abner sleep with Saul’'s concubine? (verse 7) Why is he angry with Ish-
Bosheth for objecting to this? (verse 8)

4.  What has Abner known all along about David? (verses 9-11) How does this shape
how we see Abner? How does he try to manage David? (verses 12-13)

5. How does David manage Abner? (verses 14-16) What does this tell us about
David?
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6.  Why does Joab kill Abner? (verse 30) How does David manage this situation?
(verse 33-39)

7. Why is this in the Bible? What does this help us understand about God, about
being his people and/or about being a human being?

8. What did it look like for Jesus not to seek vengeance? (Isaiah 53:7, Luke 23:34)
How does this help you to understand the kind of king Jesus is?

9. How might you be seeking vengeance or be ‘managing people’ to make yourself
look good? Are you not speaking to someone honestly? Being glad when bad
things happen to them? Not doing the good you could be doing for them? How
are you going at knowing who your enemies are and loving them? (Matthew 5:44,
Romans 12:17-19)

10. Sometimes people say, ‘Women are just second-class citizens in the Bible!
How would you respond to this?
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Study Five:
A Messy Messiah

Read: 2 Samuel 4

1. What just happened? Who are the main characters? What tribe or nation are they
from? What did they just do?

2. How does this chapter connect with Abner’s death in chapter 3?

3. Why is Ish-Bosheth frightened? How does this us to understand the true
powerbroker behind the kingship?

4.  How do Rekab and Baanah kill Ish-bosheth? What is repeated in the account? What
unnecessary details do they give to David when they report to him?

5.  How is David’s reaction predictable? (verses 9-12) What does this tell us about
David’s leadership?
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6.  From just the details in verse 4, what might we expect from Mephibosheth?

7. Why is this in the Bible? What does this help us understand about God, about
being his people and/or about being a human being?

8. How is Jesus’ attitude to violence different to this passage in 2 Samuel? Why
doesn't he fight back? (Matthew 26:52; 1 Peter 2:21-23)

9. What does it mean for you today to ‘entrust yourself to God'? How are you trying
to ‘'manage’ God so that the does things your way or for an outcome that you are
committed to? How might you pray about this?

10. Sometimes people say, 'The Bible doesn’t have anything to say about disability’.
What would you say?
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Study Six:
Kingdom Collage

Read: 2 Samuel 5

1. What just happened? Who are the main characters? What tribe or nation are they
from? What did they just do?

2.  Describe the path to full’ kingship (over all of Israel) for David. When did it start
and how does it culminate in 2 Samuel 5:1-47?

3. How does David conquer Jerusalem? Why is this significant? (verses 6-9)

4. Why is the gift from Hiram significant? (verses 11-12)

5. How is his defeat of the Philistines different to earlier defeats of the Philistines? (1
Samuel 13:1-4 (for example); 2 Samuel 5:19, 21, 25)

6. How do we know that verse 10 is correct from the evidence in this chapter (and
earlier in 2 Samuel)? (verses 13-15)
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7. What do you expect might happen next?

8. Why is this in the Bible? What does this help us understand about God, about
being his people and/or about being a human being?

9.  How does David's sudden and complete exultation as true king remind us
somewhat of Jesus in Phil 2:6-117?

10. Often, we are aware of what is missing or broken in our lives. What is going well in
your life today? Where are the joys? What gifts (including people and peace) has
God given to you? How might a passage like Philippians 4:4-7 shape your response
to this?

11. Sometimes people say, ‘Christianity is dying out. It'll be gone in another 20 years.
How might you respond?
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Study Seven:
The Terror and Ecstasy of God

Read: 2 Samuel 6

1. What just happened? Who are the main characters? What tribe or nation are they
from? What did they just do?

2. If you had to ‘graph’ this chapter, would the curve of the narrative go up or down?
Why?

3. What does David get right in verses 1-5? How is this different to previous ruler’s or
to Israel’s attitudes to the ark? (Joshua 3:3; 1 Samuel 4:4-5; 6:19-21)

4.  Why does Uzzah die? (verse 7) How is this right? (Exodus 25:13-14)

5. Why is David angry? (verse 8) How does it change and shape his relationship with
God, as seen in how he gets the ark to Jerusalem? (verses 8-14) What changes?
What stays the same?
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6.  What do you make of David’s interaction with Michal? (verses 20-23) What might
happen next?

7. Why is this in the Bible? What does this help us understand about God, about
being his people and/or about being a human being?

8. How does Jesus’ full and complete obedience to God every second of his earthly
life matter to us? (2 Corinthians 5:21) How does this shape your attitude to Jesus
today?

9. What is your attitude to your sin? Which sins - attitudes, thoughts, words,
behaviours - do you think don't matter too much? How can you grow in fearing
God and turning away from your sin this week? How might you need to remind
yourself of Jesus’ love for you as you do this?

10. Sometimes people say, ‘The God of the Old Testament is angry and violent; the
Jesus of the New Testament is kind and approachable. How would you like to
respond to this?
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Study Eight:
Getting to Know the Covenant of God

Read: 2 Samuel 7:1-17

1. What just happened? Who are the main characters? What tribe or nation are they
from? What did they just do?

2. Why is David so grateful? What does he want to do for God? (verses 1-3)

3. What does God’s word to Nathan tell us about:
a.  Who is the true giver in the relationship?
b.  God's view of David
c.  God's attitude to his people
d.  The coming true Messiah
e. David’s son Solomon

f. David’s dynasty?
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4.  What would you expect to happen next?

5. Why is this in the Bible? What does this help us understand about God, about
being his people and/or about being a human being?

6. How does Jesus fulfill this Scripture? (Luke 1:32-33)

7. How does this passage help us to get a right view of ‘doing things for God'? What
is your attitude to serving others, or doing things on God’s terms - do you think
you are a bitindispensable? Or that God owes you because you've done things on
his terms? How does it help to remember that you are resting in Jesus and he has
accepted you completely? How might you pray about this?

8. Some people might say, ‘Christians have to do the right thing all the time or they
won't get into heaven." How would you respond to this?
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Study Nine:

Sit Down and Stand on God'’s Promises
Read: 2 Samuel 7:18-29

1. What just happened? Who are the main characters? What tribe or nation are they
from? What did they just do?

2. How does David's response help us to understand his relationship with God? Why
does God make these promises to David? (verses 18-21)

3. How does Israel’s history with God help David to understand God’s promises to
him? (verses 22-24)

4.  Why does David ask God to do what he has promised? What outcome is he
expecting? (verses 25-26)

5. What do we learn about prayer from David’'s prayer and from his conclusion in
verses 27-297

6.  What would you expect to happen next?
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7. Why is this in the Bible? What does this help us understand about God, about
being his people and/or about being a human being?

8. How does Jesus' teaching about prayer help us as we pray? (Matthew 6:5-15)

9. How would you like to grow in your prayer life? Often we can think about our
prayers as containing: confession, adoration or praise, thanksgiving, asking God
for things for ourselves and others. Would you like to extend one of those areas?
What kind of prayer reflex would you like to have and how might you grow towards
that? In your group, share ideas that have worked at different times in your lives!

10. Some people might say, ‘Prayer is about trusting that things will work out or having
good spiritual energy.” How might you respond to this?
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